AP SPANISH 2016-2017
Señora Outwater
*Please return the last 2 pages of this packet signed by your parents/guardians and yourself (if applicable) by June 1.*

First and foremost: Why so much summer work? Spanish is NOT the type of subject that you can “take a break from.” To gain fluency and to constantly improve, it is necessary to have continuous exposure to Spanish, even during summer vacation. The work was not designed as busy work, and is not extremely difficult, but the assignments are centered around the skills required for the AP Spanish exam, and are designed to keep your brain thinking and growing in the target language.

Here is how one teacher describes the AP Spanish Exam “…a 3-4 hour skill-based exam testing your abilities and proficiency in Spanish. It is not a knowledge-based exam like most other AP exams. You are “on stage” in Spanish for over 3 hours integrating all four of our Spanish skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.”
It is crucial that students know what to expect going into the AP Spanish Exam and that, in order to do so, they become very familiar with the components of the exam and feel comfortable so they can do their best. The exam requires critical, integrated expression in Spanish which will require you to focus for 3+ hours while testing.
You will be prepared by next May to do well on the AP Spanish exam and my goal is for the entire class to receive a score of 3 or better. It will require self-discipline and dedication on your part as this class will be treated and taught as if it were a college course. This class is very different than the Spanish 1-4 courses. Students must be hard workers, willing to work outside of class (plan on at least a half hour of homework a day), and devoted to bettering their Spanish abilities and knowledge of the cultures through these abilities. We will speak 99% Spanish while in the classroom. If you feel like your abilities might be slightly behind others, start exposing yourself to extra practice now! The “review” is the summer work, we will jump right in to the text and AP practice.
· The AP Spanish test uses a thematic approach with a cultural influence using authentic materials to assess 6 primary learning objective areas:


The 6 Themes are:



-Global Challenges



-Science and Technology



-Contemporary Life



-Personal and Public Identities



-Family and Community



-Beauty and Aesthetics

The 6 Primary Learning Objective Areas are:


-Spoken Interpersonal Communication (telephone call)


-Written Interpersonal Communication (e-mail)


-Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication


-Written and Print Interpretive Communication


-Spoken Presentational Communication (2 minute speech)


-Written Presentational Communication (persuasive essay)
Here are recommendations of how to gain more exposure to Spanish over the summer, not required – but highly recommended:

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/ - this site has entire series of beginning Spanish so that you can review and practice listening – there is lots to practice on this site!

· Challenge a classmate to Trivia Crack en español 
· Change your phone and computer settings to Spanish
· Watch tv or movies in Spanish; put on the Spanish subtitles as well

· Pick up a Spanish language newspaper or magazine when you see one.

· Mentally translate Spanish on packages, signs, in stores, restaurants, etc. when you see it. If you can’t figure it out look it up. Notice the Spanish all around you!

· Visit and read online Spanish language newspapers: bbcmundo.com, elpais.com, 20minutos.es or clarin.com are all good resources. Read about things that interest you.

· Listen to Spanish music on the internet (Pandora stations: Juanes,etc.) 

· Listen to podcasts in Spanish. There are numorous podcasts for learning and some in Spanish for entertainment.  Notesinspanish.com is a good source for entertainment and discussion of current topics.

· Seek out “live’ experiences with Spanish in our community. Keep your eyes open for cultural events or local service organizations that appeal to Spanish speakers and get involved. If you have co-workers or people in your life who speak Spanish – speak with them in Spanish as much as possible!

More resources and sites to visit for extra practice:


www.notesinspanish.com/ podcasts, activities


www.audiria.com podcasts with text, activities


www.radiomate.com/feed/ podcasts

www.elpaistv.com podcasts, videos, news, sports, programming 

from España



www.nationalspanishexam.org/ activities, practice


www.elmundo.es periódico de España



www.un.org/readio/es United Nations radio en español-podcasts

www.yabla.com videos, podcasts, can slow speaking down and 

read along with the text

www.learn-spanish-language-software.com proficiency tests and 

practice

www.laits.utexas.edu/spe/index.html recordings on a varity of 


topics from native speakers

www.ver-taal.com/index.htm trailers, cultural stores, advertisements

www.wordreference.com Spanish-English dictionary

*Required Spanish Summer Coursework:
1. Become familiar with the AP Spanish site and “what the AP Spanish Exam is”. Here is a link to the site. You should read EVERYTHING on it: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/3499.html?excmpid=MTG243-PR-32-cd
2. Check out our textbook “TEMAS” over the summer (make sure you tell the bookstore it is for summer work assigned or she may not let you have a copy) and become familiar with our textbook. If you are feeling unsure, please review pieces in the first unit.
3. Background grammar practice: Studyspanish.com: All students need to sign up for the “free student account.” You must read each “unit” under the “grammar” heading (there are 9) and the “vocabulary” heading (there are 55). There are “free” quizzes and tests for each unit – you must do them all. There are many, and most should be an easy review, but I strongly recommend you start these NOW or you will not have time to finish them all. Slow and steady wins this race – prepare ahead! 
4. Speaking: Call this Google Voice number: (616)439-0148 once in June, once in July and once in August (before August 15). Make sure you say who is calling. Leave me a 2 minute message (must speak in Spanish the entire 2 minutes) telling me what you did that month of your vacation. I am looking for correct use of preterite/imperfect as well as other grammar and vocabulary. Also, tell me what you plan to do the next month or in the near future (future tense).
5. Written Interpersonal Communication: Write an e-mail to me telling me about your summer. You must initiate ONE e-mail in July and one in August before August 15. The e-mail must be at least 60 words in length. Start by introducing yourself, your likes, dislikes, interests, hobbies, etc. (Kristen.outwater@kentwoodps.org) In case you need help, here are some topics you could potentially discuss: 
· Describe the funniest thing that has happened to you in Spanish class

· Share your most embarrassing moment

· Describe your favorite genre of music and why you like it

· Describe the best teacher you’ve ever had. What made him/her special?

· Describe your favorite toy growing up

· Describe your group of friends and why they are important to you
· Talk about a vivid memory of your childhood

· Talk about a trip you took over summer

· Describe a family party you went to

· Discussing a recent date that went well or poorly

6. Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpersonal Communication: Find 2 articles of current events from Spanish speaking countries and 1 news show or recording online (must be at least 10 min. long).  All resources used MUST be authentic sources (from a Spanish-speaking country).
For the written articles: Read the articles. For each article do the following:

1. Write a list of 10 unfamiliar vocabulary words and define them in English.

2. Write a summary (100-150 palabras) in your own words in Spanish in a well-developed paragraph. Consider the following questions in this paragraph:

-¿Qué pasó?

-¿De qué o de quién se trata?

-¿Dónde occurió?

-¿Cuándo occurió?

-¿Por qué es importante esta información?

3. Highlight all the verbs in the article using a different color for each tense/mood found in the article and make a key. Don’t know some of these verb forms? Make sure you look them up and learn them! If you have only taken Spanish 3, you will need to study the SUBJUNCTIVE and IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE quite in depth. There are lots of resources online.

Por ejemplo:
presente: amarillo



imperfecto: morado




pretérito: verde




perfecto de indicativo: anaranjado




pluscuamperfecto: negro (caja alrededor 

de la palabra)






infinitivo: rojo







subjuntivo: azul







futuro: rosado







condicional: círculo alrededor de 

palabra







imperfecto subjuntivo: caja roja 

alrededor



mandatos: caja azul alrededor 

For the news programs: Escribe el sitio web arriba en una hoja 
en categoria <eventos de actualidad>. Mira el programa.
1. Write a list of 10 unfamiliar vocabulary words and define them in English.

2. Write a summary in your own words in Spanish in a well-developed paragraph. Consider the following questions in this paragraph:

-¿Qué pasó?

-¿De qué o de quién se trata?

-¿Dónde occurió?

-¿Cuándo occurió?

-¿Por qué es importante esta información?

Sitios buenos para usar:

www.elpais.com (periódico de España)


http://www.elpais.com/videos/ (sección de vídeos)
http://www.elpais.com/audios/ (solo para oír – difícil!)
http://www.elmundo.es (periódico de Madrid)

http://www.elmundo.es/multimedia/seccion/videos.html (sección de 

vídeos)


www.lanacion.com.ar (periódico argentino)


http://videos.lanacion.com/ (sección de vídeos)


http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html

http://newspaper-world.com/language/spanish.asp

http://broadcast-live.com/latinamerica.html

www.vocero.com (periódico de Puerto Rico; tiene algunos vídeos)


www.eluniversal.com.mx (periódico mexicano)


http://videos.eluniversal.com.mx/n_videos.html (sección de vídeos)


www.clarin.com.ar (periódico argentino)


http://www.videos.clarin.com/ (sección de vídeos)


www.eltiempo.com (periódico de Colombia)


http://www.eltiempo.com/multimedia/video/home/index.php (vídeos)

7. http://www.transparent.com/word-of-the-day/today/spanish.html Sign up here for the “Spanish word of the day”. At any point in time we may have pop quizzes over these words. If you need to, perhaps make a flashcard for each day that you don’t know the word and study them periodically. These e-mails have excellent explanations with them, so make sure you read the entire e-mail every day even if you think you already know the word. The explanations generally give cultural and historical information as well – all of the material is fair game for a quiz. 
Materials required for the course:

-#2 pencils
-pens

-Spanish/English Dictionary

-AP 3 ring Binder divided into the following categories:

1. Diario

2. Vocabulario


3. Gramática


5. AP cheats, tips, tricks y información


6. Los desafíos mundiales


7. La ciencia y la tecnología


8. La vida contemporánea


9. Las identidades personales y públicas


10. Las familias y las comunidades


11. La belleza y la estética

-AP textbook “Temas” and workbook “AP Spanish” checked out from the school bookstore. If you would like your own copy to write in, you should purchase a used one on Amazon and I can get you the “Supersite” code (which is why many are inexpensive on Amazon – they are missing the code). At the time I typed this I saw the books as inexpensive as $5. Check here: http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1618572253/ref=tmm_other_meta_binding_used_olp_sr?ie=UTF8&condition=used&sr=8-1&qid=1431949840
I ___________________________________________ understand that:

-The AP Spanish exam costs $92. There is a fee reduction ($35) for students on free or reduced lunch.

-The purpose of this course is to prepare me to do well on the AP Spanish exam. The course make-up will be based around the components of the exam and will be run like a college course.
-I will be expected to complete approximately 30 minutes of homework per night during the school year, and at least 2-3 hours of Spanish homework a week during the summer.
-I will only speak Spanish in AP Spanish class.
-I must take responsibility for my own learning and success.

-I will take the time and initiative to make sure I understand everything; when I don’t, I’ll ask questions and be an advocate for my learning.

-Since we take responsibility for our own learning in this class, I will take the time to get practice outside of classes with speaking, listening, reading, and writing. I will take advantage of all suggestions Mrs. Outwater makes to me with regards to outside resources I should be utilizing.
I will follow the AP Spanish Honor Policy:

-College students are required to abide by an honor code that forbids them from cheating, lying and stealing, both within the academic world and as members of the college community. As this is a college-level course, I expect the same from you. This means, you are expected to complete all assignments on your own, without consulting native speakers or translation devices of any kind. Your work should represent your abilities using your mind, books, notes and other resources, and a dictionary. I do not expect your Spanish to be without error. This is how your Spanish grows. 

-No one may EVER proof-read my work, suggest changes to my work or make changes to my work unless Mrs. Outwater has specified these activities within the parameters of peer evaluation in the course. 

-Anyone found guilt in violation of the honor policy will be subjected to disciplinary action.
_____ I understand my responsibilities above and agree to make an honest effort to become more capable of communicating in Spanish and succeed on the AP Spanish Language Exam in May.
_____ I understand the Honor Policy as described above and I agree to abide by its terms for the summer assignments and during the 2015-2016 school year.
__________________________
Student Name

__________________________
   _______
__________________________


Student Signature


Today’s Date

Student’s/E-mail
__________________________
   _______
__________________________


Parent Signature


Today’s Date

Parent’s/E-mail
I ___________________________________ understand my child’s responsibilities as outlined on the previous page. I agree to support my student and his/her effort to be able to communicate more effectively in Spanish and to succeed on the AP Spanish Language Exam.
I understand that the following movies/videos (or portions of) may potentially be used to enhance learning and understanding since many issues, cultural norms, history topics and common themes presented on the AP Spanish Exam are expressed and understood through these movies and stories. (Please feel free to check into any of the following movies to have a better understanding of their content and let me now if there is one in particular that you would not like your student to see.) If there are any movies you know you would not like your student to watch, please let me know and it will be no problem. Please keep in mind this list is lengthy, and we will, in no way be watching all of these, they are just “potential” supplements I may use.
• Al otro lado



• Bajo la misma luna
• Buscando a Letí

• Casi Casi



• Cilantro y perejil

• Cinco amigas

• Como agua para chocolate
• Danzón


• Días bárbaros

• El abuelo, mi padre y yo

• El analfabeto

• El viaje de Carol
• El espejo enterrado

• El internado


• El norte


• El orfanato



• El sur


• Evita



• Fresa y chocolate


• Adiós Momo

• Maktub
• Frida (though certain parts will be not shown)


• Gol

• Guantanamera


• Il Postino


• La bestia

• La boda del gringo


• La historia oficial

• Herencia
• La lengua de las mariposas
• Los de abajo

• Nueba Yol
• Los niños invisisbles

• Machuca


• Mar adentro

• Marcelino, pan y vino

• Maria llena eres de gracia


• Marianela



• Mi familia


• Alatriste
• Diarios de motocicleta

• El laberinto del Fauno
• Kamchatka
• Real women have curves

• Rojo amanecer

• Romero

• Selena



• Spanglish


• Tango

• Todo sobre mi madre

• Todos somos estrellas
• El bola
• Un día sin mexicanos

• Voces inocentes 

• Volver

• Y no se trago la tierra

• Viva Cuba


• La vieja música

• La gran familia española

• Familia


• Un Cuento Chino
• Derecho de familia


• De eso no se habla
• Nueve reinas
• El abuelo



• El abrazo partido

• También la lluvia
• Goya en Burdeos
A variety of short award-winning films, news clips, and youtube videos and documentaries will also be used.

__________________________
   _______
__________________________
Parent Signature


Today’s Date

Parent’s/E-mail
